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Kyrgyzstan: The student association of the university named after J. Balasagyn;
president of the student council in 2001; activities in 2002; participation in a
protest movement against the cession of Lirghiszia territory to neighbouring
states; participation in a demonstration in Bishkek and arrests; problems between
members of the student council and the authorities (2001-2004)2005/01/00
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

24 January 2005

No information was found on the student association at the university
named after J. Balasagyn or on a potential cession of Lirghiszia territory among
the sources consulted by the Research Directorate. However, the information
below may be of use.

Following a 10 May 2002 decision by its "Academic Council," the Kyrgyz
National University in Bishkek was renamed the J. Balasagyn University (RFE/RL
12 May 2002).

In a 12 July 2002 article from the daily Moya Stolisa, Bolot Dubanaev,
a "member of the informal public management of association of students," stated
that approximately 30 law students had been expelled from the Kyrgyz National
University. The newspaper indicated that the students were expelled because
they were suspected of expressing their political opinions on campus (Moya
Stolisa 12 July 2002). The article also included a list of the expelled students
(ibid.).

On 2 September 2002, the President of Kyrgyzstan, Askar Akayev, gave a
speech to students at the Kyrgyz National University in celebration of the 2,200th
anniversary of the Kyrgyz state (Kabar News Agency).

According to Kyrgyz public educational television, recently, many students
at the Kyrgyz National University have supported the candidacy of President
Akayev's daughter, Bermet Akayeva (Kyrgyz Public Educational TV 17 Jan.
2005). The Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights (KCHR) criticized the students'
campaign, stating that the rector of the university had forced the students to
support Ms. Akayeva's candidacy (KCHR 16 Jan. 2005).

Also, according to KCHR, the 10,000 students from the Kyrgyz National
University are often forced to vote more than once in elections and popular
consultations (27 Jan. 2003).
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Oral sources: The Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights (KCHR) and the Soros
Foundation - Kyrgyzstan did not respond to an information request within the
time constraints.

Internet sites including: Amnesty International, Canadian Embassy in
Kazakhstan, Country Reports 2003, Country Reports 2002, Country Reports
2001, Embassy of the United States of America in the Kyrgyz Republic,
Eurasianet.org, Internews.kg, KyrgyzInfo.kg, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty,
Soros Foundation - Kyrgyzstan.
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